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loans contracted during the Revolution a remain-
der of about $2,300,000 payable by instalments,
subject to the proviso that "Congress and the
United States" had "the liberty of freeing them-
selves by anticipated payments should the state of
their finances admit." It was planned to get the
United States to reciprocate the past favors of
France by favoring her now, if not by direct pay-
ments of money, at least by acceptances which
Genet could use in purchasing supplies. The
fact that whatever in the way of money or accom-
modations was obtained in the United States
would be used in business in that country was
counted upon to facilitate the transaction.
These facts form the background against which
Genet's activities should be viewed. He came
with deliberate intent to rush the situation, and
armed with all needful powers for that purpose,
so far as the French government could confer them.
According to a dispatch from Morris to the State
Department, Genet "took with him three hundred
blank commissions which he is to distribute to
such as will fit out cruisers in our ports to prey on
the British commerce."
At Charleston, Genet received an enthusiastic
reception. The Revolutionary commander, Gen-